Challenging reads for confident
readers in Year 5 & 6


[image: ]Want to buy your child a book for Christmas but not sure what is suitable for their age range?  Look no further for a great list of books that, not only will your child enjoy, but will also support and develop their reading. The following books have been chosen to both challenge and engage more able readers. We hope you enjoy them! 
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‘Athief in the village By James Berry

This is a collection of short stories about children and young people in Jamaica. Full
of wonderfully atmospheric background detail combined with the rhythms and
patterns of speech, these contemporary narratives bring to life a culture highly
relevant to multi ethnic Britain. Stories include Becky and the Wheels and Brake
Boys; A TH the Village; Tukku Tukku and Sampson; All other Days Run into
Sunday; The Mouth Organ Boys; Elias and the Mongoose; The Pet, The Sea and Little
Buddy; Fanso and Granny-Flo; The Banana Tree

The Fire Eaters By David Almond

A sensitive story of a boy's growing awareness of himself, his family and the
wider world around him. David Almond is one of the most distinctive voices in
British children’s fiction. His stories always havea strong sense of place and
time.

Saffy’s angel By Hilary McKay

Whitbread Book Award-winning author Hilary McKay is no stranger to high praise,
but for Saffy's Angel she really deserves the top honours. This heavenly little book
tells the story of Cadmium, Saffron, Indigo and Rose~siblings who are each as
colourful as their exotic names suggest.

‘Aurthur the seeing stone By Kevin Crossley Holland

Young Arthur de Caldicott is anxious to grow up, spread his wings and become a
knight. But for now he must content himself with the life he has in the bosom of his
family and friends. One day one of these friends, the old and mysterious Merlin,
gives Arthur a special stone, and from that moment his life becomes entwined with
that of King Arthur himself...
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The Wind Singer 8y Willam Nicholson

Inthewalled cty f Aramanth, exams reeverything not oy or chidren,butfor
‘wholefamilles. When Keste ath dare orebel th Chief xaminer humilaes her
Tathr and senences the famil o the harshes. punishment. Despeate [0 ave
them, Kestrel discovers that e n Aramanth s once diferent-3ndfshe an find
theseret o the Wind Singer, maybeIfecan change or th beter once more. S0
She and her twin brother, Bowman, set ut on 3 eriying Jourmey - 0 the rue
Sourceof the el hatgrps Aramanth..

of
oth

Wi Brothe By Michel Paver

st Inthe series Chorices of Ancent Oarkness. Following th dest of his|
fathr, Torsk discovers that he must embark on 2 quest for whih he does not
e prepared, pursud by an enormous bear that Kiled s fther. Accompanied
by wolf cub, Torak Joumeys through th magclforest.

“Gatden yths ond Tagends o he Workd By Geraline WeCoughean

A terific compendium of myths and legendsfrom all arcund the word. These:
powerful and dramatic retelings are eachshort enough to read aloud n one.
siting. The book slsocontins infomation of te g o esch sory.

The Other e o Tath By Beveriey Watdo

Set durig the Autumn f 1995 i the aftermath of Ken Saro- Wiwa's exeeutionin
Nigeri for alleged policlcmes, Severley Nadoo' ighteinglytoiclnovels
2 rominder about Jst how good children' tenage fction can sometimes be.
Tacking mliple themes-most Importantl instce, the ight o fresdom of
speach,thecomplxties of polical sy, bling and,utimtel, hetrength o
he faly—The Othe Side o ruth s 3 gripingsor that undoubiecly deserves s
widspread acdam and suceess

"Gt ofthis Workd Scence Ficton Stoies Compied B Edvrd Bishen

Trave through time, acle alen nvaders, explore disantgalaies and 80 beyond
the posste inthi icrecible colecton.Contriutionsfrom Artur . Clake, . G,
Wels3nd ules Verne ntroduce the finst cissic scence fction witin, whle
Contemparary authors such s Ray Bradbury 3nd Ursul L Guin continue i the
Same radion.Tisstelar collction wi broaden young esders hrions.





